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the growing Global health crisis
Emerging infectious disease events

1940-2004



zoonotic diseases: Pathways to infection
what is a zoonotic disease?

Caused by bacteria, viruses, and parasites that 
spread between vertebrate animals and humans

75% of emerging infectious
diseases are zoonotic



covid 19: by the numbers



zoonotic diseases

Lyme disease

Hantavirus diseases

Ebola disease

Leptospirosis

Chagas disease

Leishmaniasis



Biodiversity: hazard or protection?



disease risk &  animal traits



Biodiversity: hazard or protection?



The most competent host(s) remain 
when biodiversity declines

Habitat Conversion Climate Change

Loss of biodiversity
PollutionHarvesting

WHAT INCREASES THE RISK OF zoonotic DISEASES?



What can you do?

Reduce carbon 
consumption

Consume fewer 
animal products

Use your voice Support science 
& science-based 
decision making




