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Beavers have fascinated the human Imagination for centuries

13th Century

Hortus Sanitatis Historia AnimaliumAberdeen Bestiary

15th Century 16th Century

Caster Canadensis



beavers: Ecosystem Engineers

what is the largest animal construction on earth?

a beaver dam measuring 

2,790 ft  Northern 
Alberta

how much water does the average beaver pond STORE?

1.1 
million gallons

under groundabove ground

6.7 
million gallons

Connecticut, Leila Philip Wyoming, Dr. Emily Fairfax



Lewis Henry Morgan 

Beaver damming complexes in the Upper Peninsula, Michigan (1855 - 1867)

The American Beaver and His Works, 1868
Grass lake damMap of beaver ponds  



Nibi the Rescue BeaverDorothy Richards 

The first beaver sanctuary, Little Falls, NY

with her ball

separating sticks from her toys

Beaversprite



Once They Were Hats

Modifications of  
the Beaver Hat 

(1771-1825)

John Jacob Astor  (1763-1848)

Hudson’s Bay 
Company Beaver 

Tokens 

Portrait by 
Alonzo Chappel

Map of Astor’s Global 
Trade Scheme



Beaver damming Complex 
Blackfeet Territory, Montana

Images: Montana, Dr. Jordan Kennedy



The “Great Drying”: 1600-1900

Gains in BioDiversity
beaver-altered ponds

Wyoming, Dr. Emily Fairfax



Beaverland

before european Colonization

60-400 million

2023

10-15 million

Beaver population in North America

Colorado, Dr. Emily Fairfax



Beaverland: How One Weird Rodent Made America
Professor Leila Philip, Brooks Chair in the Humanities 
English Dept., Program in Environmental Studies, College of the Holy Cross

lphilip@holycross.edu

East Coast
Beaver Institute 
beaverinstitute.org
Beavers Wetlands & Wildlife 
beaversww.org
Human - Beaver Coexistence Fund  
coexistwithbeavers.org

MidWest / West Coast
The Martinez Beavers Worth A Dam 
martinezbeavers.org
The Superior Bio Conservancy 
superiorbioconservancy.org

Resources

Books will be available for purchase from Merritt Bookstore after the program.


